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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Teaching Guide: Tuya’s Ride 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mongolia is a landlocked country located in 
northern Asia between Russia and China.  
 
Capital: Ulaanbaatar 
Population: 2,832,224 (2006) 
Religion: Buddhist Lamaist, none, 
Shamanist and Christian, Muslim 
Language: Khalkha Mongol, Turkic, 
Russian 
 

 
 
Mongolia’s Flag 

 
Learning Objectives for this Narrative 

 
 

1. Identify examples of commons jobs in rural Mongolia.  
2. Give examples of the effects of gold-mining on health. 
3. Summarize common ways mercury gets in the ground and water 
4. Analyze the economic reasons behind certain gold-mining methods 
5. Predict the long-term effects of gold-mining on the people in Mongolia 
6. Plan solutions and projects to improve health conditions in Mongolia 

 
 

Pre-Reading Activities and Questions 
 
 
Journal Response  Have you ever felt like you know more than your parents about  
something? (examples: popular culture, math, etc.) How did that knowledge make you feel? Did 
you share your knowledge with your parents?  
 
 

Suggested Discussion Questions 
 
 

1) In which country does this story take place? Do you know anything about that country?  
List three clues from the story about Tuya’s lifestyle.   
 
2) What kinds of things is Tuya worried about? Why? Would you be worried about these things 
too if you were in her position? Explain.   
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3) Why does Naran have headaches? What specific details from the story make you suspect this 
is true?  
 
4) What reason does Tuya’s father give early in the story for why the family should continue 
gold-mining using mercury? Can you understand his reasoning? Explain.   
 
5) Why is Tuya concerned about poisonous mercury in the water? Who would be affected?  
 
6) What sacrifice does Tuya make for her brother? How does the visit to the hospital change her 
family’s outlook about using mercury? 
 

 
Recommended Activity 

 
 
Students research mining in one of the United States and look for information about current 
occupational health news.  After gathering information about dangers associated with mining, 
students can write letters to their congressmen and/or congresswomen about making safe 
decisions about mining and maintaining toxic wastes.  
   
  
 
 


