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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Teaching Guide: The Cries of a Drum 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Georgia is a southern state bordering South Carolina to the north, Florida to the south, 
Alabama to the west and the Atlantic Ocean to the east.
 
  

Learning Objectives for this Narrative 
 
 

1. Recognize the risk of HIV/AIDS in the United States.  
2.  Discuss the history of HIV/AIDS in the U.S., and understand that mother, fathers, sister, 

brothers, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, friends are all at risk and should be careful 
to prevent infection. 

3. List ways HIV/AIDS can be prevented.  
4. Recognize the problems that result from living with HIV and AIDS (such as accessing 

treatment, stigma, being sick and missing work, etc.)   
5. Brainstorm resources that are available for children and adolescents who struggle with 

difficult problems.   
6. Interpret stereotypes associated with HIV/AIDS and discuss ways to combat those 

stereotypes.  
 
 

Pre-Reading Activities and Questions 
 
 

Journal Response   How is HIV transmitted?  Write down two lists: one list should include 
ways in which HIV is transmitted from one person to another person (such as blood transfusions 
and unprotected intercourse); the other list should include ways in which HIV is not transmitted 
(such as hugging and holding hands). 

 
 

Suggested Discussion Questions  
 
 

1) Why do you think Jaron felt ashamed?  
 
2) What does it mean that Jaron is “negative” and his mother is “positive”? Explain using details 
from the story.   
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2) Are there things that you like to do as much as Jaron liked playing the drums? How does 
playing the drums help Jaron?  
 
3) How do you think keeping a journal helped Jaron?  
 
4) How do you think you would react if you found out someone you knew had HIV/AIDS? 
Would you be afraid of them? Why or why not?  
 
5) Should adults share family business with children? Why or why not?  
 
 

Recommended Activity 
 
 

 Invite someone in your community who is HIV positive to come and talk to your class 
about the disease.  If you cannot find someone who is HIV positive, invite someone has been 
affected by HIV/AIDS to come and tell their story to the class. This activity aims to humanize 
the disease to fight stigmatization and discrimination.  After the guest speaker leaves, students 
should write a paragraph about what they can do to prevent HIV/AIDS in their community, fight 
stigmatization of people living with HIV/AIDS, etc.  
 
 Invite someone in the community to talk to the class about youth organizations (like Big 
Brothers, Big Sisters) available for kids to seek help and mentors.  

 
 
 


