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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Teaching Guide: The Accident 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ghana lies in West Africa, bordered by 
Togo to the east, Cote d'Ivoire to the west, 
and the Gulf of Guinea to the south. It is 
slightly smaller than Oregon.    
 
Capital: Accra 
Population: 22,409,572 (2006) 
Religion: Christian, Muslim and indigenous 
religions  
Language: English, African languages 
(including Akan, Moshi-Dagomba, Ewe, 
and Ga) 
 

 
 
Ghana’s Flag. 

 
 

Learning Objectives for this Narrative 
 
 

1. Recognize the risk of traffic accidents in the United States and compare it to the risk of 
traffic accidents in Ghana and other places where the roads are in bad shape and there are 
fewer traffic restrictions to control the way people drive.  

2. Identify and describe some of the problems that are associated with underfunded 
hospitals.   

3. Understand the relationship that the authors display between HIV/AIDS, traffic accidents 
and poorly funded hospitals.  

4. Examine the how politics and funding influence the way in which hospitals are built, 
funded and accessed for care.   

 
 

Pre-Reading Activities and Questions 
 
 
Journal Response   Students should write a journal entry about transportation: how do they 
get to school each day?  What are some risks associated with the way they travel to school?  
What are some things that they can do to decrease that risk? 
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Suggested Discussion Questions 
 
 

1) How do you get to school?  Do you take the bus or train? Do your parents, guardians or 
neighbors drive you?  
 
2) What are the benefits and drawbacks of different types of transportation?   
 
3) How might transportation differ from one city to the next? Or one country to the next? 
 
4) What are some barriers found in the hospital that Jacob faces?  How is his situation similar or 
different to Mr. Prempeh and his wife?  
 
5) In your own words, what is hope? Do you think that people define hope differently or 
similarly?    What types of things are essential to help you attain your goals?  
 

 
Recommended Activity 

 
 
Put together a safety brochure for Jacob and Joseph to share with their peers in Accra.  Then put 
together a safety guide for your own community.  Compare the two.  
 
 
 
 


