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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Teaching Guide: Mr. Coulibaly’s Advice 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Republic of Mali is a landlocked 
country in West Africa, south of Algeria, 
which is slightly less than twice the size of 
Texas. 
 
Capital: Bamako 
Population: 11,716,829 (2006) 
Religion: Muslim, Indigenous religions, 
Christian 
Language: French, Bambara, numerous 
African languages 
  

 
 
Mali’s Flag. 

 
Learning Objectives for this Narrative 

 
1. Recognize the symptoms for malaria and understand how the disease is transmitted.  
2. Discover how health lessons in school can be applied practically to everyday life.  
3. Describe the important role that Adama played in identifying his sister’s illness and 

discuss possible consequences for Adama’s sister if she was left untreated.  
4. Evaluate the importance seeking health care for diseases such as malaria, small pox, 

rabies, headaches, fever, burns etc by identifying the consequences related to a lack of 
health care.   

 
Pre-Reading Activities and Questions 

 
Journal Response  What is the most important health lesson you have learned?  Who did you 
learn it from?  Why was it so important to learn?  
 

Suggested Discussion Questions 
 

1) Why does Adama think that he might be to blame for his sister’s illness?  
 
2) What are the different explanations of Fatoumata’s illness presented by different characters in 
the story? Are some more believable than others? Explain.   
 
3) Why does Mr. Coulibaly say it is important to go to the health center for the treatment of 
malaria instead of using traditional medicines? 
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4) Why do you think that Mr. Coulibaly responded to Adama’s question in the way that he did? 
Why didn’t he just say that Adama’s grandmother was wrong? 
 
5) In the United States, we also have a lot of explanations for illnesses that are not always 
completely supported by science. For example, despite the fact that we know that colds are 
caused by germs, we often warn people that they will catch a cold if they go outside in the winter 
with wet hair. What are some of our other “old wives’ tales” about the causes and treatments of 
common illnesses here in the United States? How do they compare to the explanations offered by 
Adama’s grandmother?  
 
6) What are the other countries where malaria is common? What medicines are used to treat 
malaria? What other strategies are used to combat malaria?  (The “Roll Back Malaria” website 
will be a useful resource to help you to answer this question.) 
 

Recommended Activity 
 
In the past, we had malaria in the United States as well, particularly in the South eastern part of 
the country. Research the history of malaria in the United States. How did we eliminate the 
disease? What are the pros and cons of this strategy? 
 
Research the life cycle of the malaria parasite. Pay attention to the role of both the mosquito and 
the human in the life cycle of the parasite 
 
 


