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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Teaching Guide: Karai Guasu’s Cock-a-doodle-doo 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Paraguay lies in central South America, 
bordered by Bolivia, Brazil and Argentina.  
 
Capital: Asuncion 
Population: 6,506,464 (2006) 
Religion: Roman Catholic, Mennonite and 
other Protestant  
Language: Spanish, Guarani 

 
 
Paraguay’s flag.  

 
 

Learning Objectives for this Narrative 
 
 

1. Describe the ways in which many communities must work to access clean water.  
2. Recognize the ease in which most Americans can access clean water.  
3. List health problems associated with drinking contaminated water.  
4. Explain several ways that the problem of water can be resolved by examining the UNICEF 
strategy and coming up with others. 
5. Evaluate the risks associated with not seeking health care for parasites contracted through 
drinking contaminated water.   

 
 

Pre-Reading Activities and Questions 
 
 
Journal Response Write a paragraph about the clean water source near you. Do you know 
where your water comes from?  Have you ever visited a water treatment plant? 
 
 

Suggested Discussion Questions 
 
 

1) What about Paraguay’s geographic location makes it ironic that its name means “water that 
goes to the water”? 
 
2) What in the water could be making Miguel Angel and his sisters sick? 
 
3) Why do Miguel and his sisters continue to get sick even when they take the medicine? 
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4) What can Miguel Angel and his sisters do to avoid getting sick? 
 
5) We see in this story that only Miguel Angel is getting ready for school. What are some 
reasons that Miguel Angel’s sisters may not be in school? 
 
6) What is Holy Week? Why do you think it is a popular holiday in Paraguay? 
 
 

Recommended Activity 
 
 
Students write a free-form poem from the perspective of someone who spends hours a day 
retrieving water.  How might this person feel about water? Would this person take pride in 
his/her work or be frustrated about the task? Brainstorm and write a draft.  Then exchange papers 
and revise the draft to include as much descriptive language as possible.   
 


