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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Teaching Guide: A Brighter Future 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

India lies in southern Asia, bordering the 
Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal, between 
Burma and Pakistan.  
 
Capital: New Delhi 
Population: 1,095,351,995 (2006) 
Religion: Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Sikh 
Language: English, Bengali, Telugu, 
Marathi, Tamil, Urdu, Gujarati, Malayalam, 
Kannada, Oriya, Punjabi, Assamese, 
Kashmiri, Sindhi, Sanskrit, and Hindustani 
 

 
 
India’s flag.  
 

 
Learning Objectives for this Narrative 

 
 

1. Recognize details from the story that reveal consequences of breathing contaminated 
air. 

2. Identify and describe some of the problems associated with using wood burning ovens 
or the bhatti near the home.   

3. List positive and negative aspects of working as a potter from home. 
4. Discuss why the health worker did not suggest that the potters should remove the kilns 

from their community, but he encouraged them to replace the kilns with more efficient 
kilns that produce less smoke. 

5. Discuss the relationship between the health worker and the families living in 
Kumbharwada.  

 
 

Pre-Reading Activities and Questions 
 
 

Discuss: Have you ever been told that something you’re doing is harmful to your health? 
How do you feel when someone points out something you’re doing wrong? Do you accept 
advice easily? Why or why not?  
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Suggested Discussion Questions  
 
 
1) Describe Hareesh’s home.  What details strike you as interesting or unusual?  
  
2) According to the story, what are some of the harms of air pollution? List specific details from 
the story that demonstrate the harmfulness of air pollution.   
 
3) Does air pollution only affect human health when the air quality is poor inside? Outside? Or 
both? What is Santosh’s suggestion about gas kilns? How will a gas kiln help improve air 
quality?  
 
4) What is a bhatti? Why do bhattis produce smoke? 
 
5) Think about the air quality around where you live. Have you ever noticed areas where it is 
harder to breathe? What areas? Is the air different in your house compared to outside? How about 
in certain kinds of weather?  
 
 

Recommended Activity 
 
 
Investigate and describe where air pollution comes from and how it is produced. Investigate what 
effects it has on human health.  There are over 100 known air pollutants in the US alone! A great 
place to start is http://www.epa.gov/air. Another great place to look is your chemistry or science 
book. 
 
Choose one city in the United States and see if you can find air quality data for ozone for it. The 
data is readily available for Atlanta, New York, San Francisco, Houston, New Orleans, Chicago, 
and many other cities.  
 
 
 


